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Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology of Mantle Cell Lymphoma
- A Case Report -

Han-Seong Kim, M.D., and Sung-Hye Park, M.D.

Department of Anatomic Pathology, Ilsanpaik Hospital,

Inje University College of Medicine, Kyounggido, Korea

Cytologic features of a case of mantle cell lymphoma is presented, which was obtained by fine needle
aspiration cytoloby and confirmed by excisional biopsy of axillary lymph node. A 67-year-old female alleged
palpable masses in both axillae for several months. Additional multiple lymphadenopathies were found in the
both neck and inguinal areas. The main cytologic feature was carpeting of monotonous slightly atypical small
lymphocytes without heterogeneous components. The nuclei of these lymphocytes are slightly larger than
benign small lymphocyte and relatively round with some indentation. Nucleolus was not prominent and no
mitosis was found. Their cytoplasm was scanty and cyanophilic in Papanicolaou’s stain. The histiocytic cells,
which had bland-looking banded nuclei and abundant cytoplasm, corresponding to pink histiocytes were
shown. Excisional biopsy of lymph nodes was diagnosed as mantle cell lymphoma, diffuse type.
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Fig. 1. FNAC finding of the axillary lymph node: Monotonous
small lymphoid cells with slightly indented or angulated nuclei
show fine chromatin pattern and inconspicuous nucleoli(inset)
(Papanicolaou, x400; inset, x1,000).

Fig. 2. Air dried direct smear of the axillary lymph node: It
shows monotonous population of small cells with mild
variation of nuclear size(Diff-Quik, x400).
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Fig. 3. Histologic finding of the axillary lymph node: It
demonstrates diffuse effacement by monotonous small
lymphocytes with indistinct cytoplasm, fine chromatin, and

inconspicuous small nucleoli(H-E, x200).
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