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Ectopic Sebaceous Glands in the Esophagus
- A Case Report -

Jung Ha Shin, Ji Han Jung, Hyun Joo Choi, Jinyoung Yoo, Seok Jin Kang

Department of Pathology, St. Vincent's Hospital, The Catholic University of Korea, Suwon, Korea

There are few reports of the endoscopic and histological features of ectopic sebaceous glands
in the esophagus. Recently we observed a 2 mm whitish flat elevated nodule in the lower eso-
phagus. A biopsy was taken under the clinical impression of a papilloma or ulcer scar. Histol-
ogy revealed normal esophageal mucosa with mature ectopic sebaceous glands located in
the lamina propria with no visible hair follicles. We report this case with a brief review of the
literature related to the histological findings and histogenesis of esophageal ectopic sebaceous
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Fig. 1. Endoscopic photograph shows a small whitish plaque.
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Fig. 2. Microscopic photograph shows numerous sebaceous glands in mucosa and submucosa of the distal esophagus (A). The cells
exhibit microvesicular vacuolization with small dark nuclei (B).
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Table 1. Summary of the reported cases

Associated symptom

Case Authors (ref) Age/Sex or finding No. Location Endoscopic appearance
1 Ramakrishnan and Brinker (6) 44/M duodenal ulcer >10 D Y, papular-oval
2 Ramakrishnan and Brinker (6) 60/F duodenal ulcer >10 LE Y, papular-oval
3 Salgado et al. (7) 28/M duodenal ulcer 1 LE Y, elevated, rounded
4 Merino et al. (8) 38/F GERD
5 Bambirra et al. (9) 45/F dysphagia abdominalgia >12 D Y, papular-oval
6 Bambirra et al. (9) 30/F duodenal ulcer 1 ME Y, rounded papula
7 Auld et al. (10) 40/M postprandial discomfort 1 UE Y, grey plaque-like
8 Betta and Spinoglio. (11) 73/M chronic gastritis NS LE Buff-colored maculae
9 Hoshihara et al. (12) 67/M heartburn 30 ME Y, papular
10 Hoshihara et al. (12) 66/M gatric erosion 1 ME Y, elevated
11 Kumagai et al. (13) 35M duodenal ulcer 1 ME Y, irregular
12 Kumagai et al. (13) 50/M NS NS UE Y, nodules
13 Kumagai et al. (13) 32/F NS NS UE Y, nodules
14 Kumagai et al. (13) 55/F NS NS ME Y, nodules
15 Bertoni et al. (14) 68/F heartburn >100 D Y, flat irregular
16 Bertoni et al. (14) 59/M heartburn 1 ME Y, oval plaque
17 Bertoni et al. (14) 44/F heartburn >10 UE, ME Y, flat irreular
18 Marcial and Villafana. (15) 56/M heartburn NS UE, ME Y, small plaque
19 Radhi (16) 62/M GERD 1 20 cm from incisors Y, small patch
20 Hoshika et al. (17) 53/F NS >100 ME, LE Y, round elevated
21 Bae et al. (3) 47M postprandial pain, EGC 1 ME Y, irregular lobulated nodule
22 Nakanishi et al. (18) 79M heartburn, SCC >100 ME Y, oval elevated
23 Harada et al. (19) 50/M NS NS LE Y, irregular lobulated plaque
24 Kim et al. (4) 54/M epigastric pain 5 LE Y, elevated
25 Present case 31M NS 1 LE Y, elevated

NS, not specified; GERD, gastroesophageal reflux disease; EGC, early gastric cancer; SCC, esophageal squamous cell carcinoma; D, diffuse; LE,
lower esophagus; ME, middle esophagus; UE, upper esophagus; Y, yellow.
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